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Bureaucracy trying
to torpedo move for
effective HR body

A government, initiative to
set up an independent national
humar rights commission has
drawn stiff resistance from the
bureaucracy, active to make it a
"toothless institution".

The resistance came recently
from the secretariat of the
home ministry even after
Sheikh Hasina's Cabinet ap-
proved a draft Bill seeking con-
stitution of the commission,
sources said.

The ministry objected to
those provisions of the draft
law which, if remain un-
changed, would substantially
contribute to prevention of hu-
man rights violation by gov-

ernment officlals in general
and- law enforcing agencies in.
particular.

By Nurul Kabir.

In the first place, the min--.
istry raised objection to the def-
inition of ‘human rights’. The
draft Bill sald that the phrase
‘human rights’ would mean "the
right to personal life, freedom,
equality and status guaranteed
by the state’s constitution, the
rights enshrined in interna-
tional human rights instru-
ments ratified by Bangladesh
and those enforceable through
any court of the country.”

The home ministry found
the definition "broad-based"
and was "unhai)py" as the Bill
envisaged violation of the
rights as punishable offence.
Arguing for trimming the defi-
nition, the home ministry sec-_
retariat said that it "would en-}
able any person to sue the

Prime "Mlnisteﬂri. g_{:‘ﬂe‘ﬁ,ﬂd
government offici on cl

of .human rights vlo'latlog.
while "law enforcing agency
, people have to face cases very
often"

The ministry suggested
dropping of another provision
that would give the proposed
commission the authority to
conduct investigation - suo

* moto or on application of vic-

tim/s - into allegation of hu-
man rights violation, or failure
by any person, group, organisa-
tion or public servant in pre-
venting violation of human
rights. If the provision is not
dropped. certain "NGOs working
on so-called human rights is-
sues would have, the scope for
’ See page 11 Col7 '
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.W.ﬂu’m e propeed DIE, would gal Al Services Trust, bill, slowing the process. g a law In hurry and amend it

m:,‘",:‘:,% ‘.:mw_a,“: the seminar was addressed by “What & tis to mo- @ month after its enactment?”
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From Page 1

B;t;ed of their human rights.
ple must expose repression
whenever they demand an ex-
lanation for acts committed
y government officlals, said
Kabir.

Dr. Abrar Chowdhury gave a
vivid account of human rights
violations across the country.
A human rights commission is
essential to protect and pro-
mote human rights, he said.

Debapriya Bhattacharia
said civil and political rights
are an important component of
a free market economy.

“You cannot have a strong

rivate sector without ensuring
undamental human rights,
said Bhattacharia. “Even the
officials who have drafted the

objections would not agree to
read them out in a civilised fo-
rum in or outside the country.”

The Home Ministry objected
to the draft’s definition of hu-
man rights, The draft stated
human rights would mean “the

t to personal life, freedom,
equality and status guaranteed
by the state’s constitution, the
rights enshrined in interna-
tional human rights instru-
ments ratified by Bangladesh
and those enforceable through
any court of the country.”

The ministry said the defini-
tion was too broad, especially
since it would make human
rights violations punishable
under the law.

If passed, the bill “would en-
able any person to sue the prime
minister, ministers and gov-
ernment officials on charges of
human rights violations.”
while police would “face cases
very often.”

e ministry suggested the
ent drop another pro-
vision that would allow the
commission to conduct investi-
tion — suo moto or after an
application by a victim. If the
provision was not dropped, the
ministry argued, certain "NGOs
working op so-called human
rights issues would be-able to
blackmail or embarrass gov-
ernment officials for political
reasons.”

The home ministry also ob-
jected to a provision allowing
the commission to take part in
human rights case with the
court’s permission. “An em-
barrassing situation will be
created for government offi-
cials if the commission takes

in court proceedings.”

The ministry recommended
a provision to ensure the
“proper monitoring and control
of NGO activities,” instead of
“encouraging the NGOs in hu-
man rights activities.”

The home ministry also said
enacting such a law “would
make it difficult for the po-
lice to play a bold role durin,

hartals and other politica
demonstrations. Innumerable
cases would be filed against po-
lice by the demonstrators.”
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