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Roundtable Discussion on
PERMANENT SETTLEMENT FOR THE URBAN POOR:

Rights of Slum Dwellers

introduction

ine -slum dwellers are by far the most
MMNEMAGTED segments ol the urban socety of
Banglade<h. It 15 estimated that thens are show
00 sloms an 30 cines-all over Bangladesh
About 4.2 million peoole lve in the slums of
Dhaica alone. The: stumy dwellers: live s the
meere inmpes of exstence and are deprived: of
basc ovic  amenities  including  water,
ecinoly, gas, sewenage oic, Although the
contribgtion of the slum dwellers to city life is
srgmuficant, there is a tacit reluctance among city
dwellers 1o acknowledpe therr services lat alone
enabiing them 10 avail basic rights  Given
public sentimant on the cause of slum dwellers
& overwhelmingly negative, the Govemnment

04 RaPSLAFTaS LILLL &0 & ST THUYT LELAWTI

AU50 IENOEs INEIr Dasic nghts o shelter and
fo0d

Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust
[BLAST] ‘in cailaboration with  Aln-0-5alish
Kendra (ASK) has successtully challenged the
meced eviction of slum dwelless in court and
otned stay onders restraining the: concemed
government authorities from evicting them
withou! prior nofice and making Fmangements
lor altemative housing provisions.  Extra legal
mcdiatrees such as campaigning and labbyime by
human fights activists have prompied the
povernment



o discussion

to include alternative housing and rehabilitation
provesions tor slum dwellers in the National
Housing Policy (NHPy, 2004, Bangladesh Legal
Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) in collaboration
with Research Initiatrves of Bangladesh. (RIS)
and Ain-O-Salish-Kendro (ASK) orpanized a
moundtable discussion meeting on November 4,
2004 1o elict civil socty recponses: 1o the
housing challenges of the urban poor.

Legal experts, urban planners, architects,
engineers, scholars, media personnel and other
cvil sociely representatives attended  the
roundtable, Dr. Shamsul Bari, Chairman of
Research Initiatives of Bangladesh (RIB}
moderalid the roundtable discussion. Dr. Kamal
Hossain, Chairman of Bangladesh Lewal Aid and
Services: Trust (BLAST) delvered 3 keynote
enbitled “Realsing Rights The Rights of Sium
dwellers 10 Adequate Housing”. Another paper
entitled *Land Ownership, Lind Tenure and U'se
of Khans. Land of Dhaka City and Caplure by
Vested Interest Croups™ was delivered by
Professor  Mazrul  [slam, Department of
Caspereapihy-and Environmental Soence, Dhaka
University and Honorary Chairman, Centre for
Urban Swadies (CUSI Dhala. Salma A, Shafi,
Architect and Managing Director of “Sheltech
Consultants {Pvt.) Lid® presented a paperentithed
“Plannung  Land and Housmg for- the Urban
Poor® and discussed how low income housing
planning can facilitate seftlement  and
nehabilitation of the urban poor. Md Shafugul
islam, a resident of Vashantek Basti through a
kevnote provoked discussion on real  world
challenges confronted by the slum  dwellers
While dalivering the welcome address Dr.
Shamsul Bari, Chairman, RIE opined that there
5 a striking confrast betwesn the challenges
pertaining. to expansion of slums and housing
challenges ‘of slum dwellers. He opined that
acconding to a report published by the United
Nations about ane sich {(1/6) of the global
population are living in the slums and if this
ratio continues then in the next thirty vears there
lpoms large the pessibility that about hali of the

world population will be slum dwellers.

He also sad that the aim of the roundtable 15 to
elicit multi-disciplinary advocacy responses 1o
the housing challenges of the urban poor

“REALISING RIGHTS: The Rights of Slum
dwellers fo Adequate Housing™ Dr. Kamal
Hossain Serior Advocate, Supreme Couort and
Chairperson, Bangladesh Legal Aid and
“ervices Trust (BLAST),

“Land Ownership, Land Tenure and Use of
Khas Land of Dhaka City and Capture by
Vested Interest Groups®. Prolessor Nagzrul
llam, University of Dhaka and, Honorary
Chairman, Centre for Urban Studies (CUS),
Dihaka,

“Planning Land And MHousing For The Urban
Poar” Salma A. Shafi, Architect Planner.

*We, the Slum Dwellerss Our Tale.” (Amra
Bosti Bashi: Amader Duti Kotha) On behalf of
slum dwellers, Md. Shatuqul lam, Vashantek
bt

Justice Naimuddin Ahmed

justice Naimuddin Abmed, Vice-Chairman,
BLAST recalled thal he was bom in the world's
second largest slum in Howrah, He also
lamented that although India has become an
eConomic giant, there has been no significant
improvements in the living conditions of the
slum dwellers in Howrah dunng the [ast
seventy-six years, Given that shum dwellers are
genied of their basic nghts, they are lured into
criminal activities for which the society is
responsibie, he said. The situation in Bangladesh
is also no different from India.

He opined that the actual number of slum
dwellers living in Dhaka is much higher than 4.2
million grven a significant number of people
also reside an the streets, footpaths and ratlway
sLaisons.
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The veteran Justice observed that the onus

should be on the government 1 scratinize the

redl reasons as 1o why slums are perceived s
the hub of cniminal activities, He noted that no
government fill date has taken any initiative 1o
address the realworld problems of slum
dwellers., In this regard, he cited the example of
a slum eviction drive in Gulshan that was faking
place at the same time when the Bangladeshi
Prime-Minister was signing the ICCPR at New
York on 50 Qctober 1908, A petition was
maved before the Hon'ble High Court 1o stop
the ‘eviction and ultimately it was stayed, The
stark reality is that the evichion was carried out at
the cost of denying the slum dwellers of their
basic human rights. for the purpose of
beautifying the city.

Advocate Nizamul Hug Nasim

Advocate Nizamul Hug Masim informed the
audience that in recent times, the High Court
has been granting good relief in the slum
eviction cases and normally the petitioners have
been successful in geltting a stav  order
restraining the eviction. In slum eviction cases,
the: High Court Division of the Supreme Court
has in many instences directed the concerned
government autharities not to camy oul eviction
without prioe notice and without resertlement or
rehabilitation. The courts have ‘opined that the
petihianers should nol rely only on stay orders
and continue with it for good, rather they should
submit a rehabilitation plan and guidelines on
how 1o rehabilitate the poor slum dwellars for
the purpase of assisting the courts 1o effectively
mitigate the housing problems of slum dwellers.

The High Court Division has through a number
ot proncuncements enlarged the scope of the
tundamental human right of nght o life o
melude right o housing and has maintained that
it is e duty of the government to ensure
hawsing rights of thee poor. Nomally the elire
and middle class people are against the shums
tor they believe slums are safe heaven for
hardeore criminals and the slum dwellers should
g0 back to their origing places. However,

0 5 BANQLADESH LDELL 00 & ATAVIETS THREST (ULLET

Advocate Nasim iterated that it would be worth
tor explore the root causes as to why more and
mofe people are seltling in the slums and
maving from their homestead to the cities in
search of livelihood,

He further informed the audience that rights
activists face many obstacles while pursuing
their campaign for ensuring housing rights of |
slum  cwellers: given that it works againgt the
interest of the elite and middle class who have
an aversion for slums,

Advocate Nasim opined that given 0% of the
people of Bangladesh are completely landless, il
does not mean that they don't have the right 1o
live in this country. The government has fo like
innovative measures fo rehabilitative them,
which could inclede allocation of Khas fands for
the settlement of the urban poor, he wid. He
concluded that the government, human rights
MNGOs and the civil society could work in
parnership for realizing the housing. rights of
lum dwelloars

Ms. Shireen Akhter

Shireen Akhter observed that the Constitution
it envisaged right to life as a fundamental
human right, which also includes the night
food, shelter and clothing. She wondered how
the govemnment and political parties tend 1o
ignare the basic needs of slum dwellers despite
the fact that they serve as vole banks for the
pafiticians.

While drawing the attention of the audience to
the plight of garments workers, she noted that
mst of them are young gids and women who
signihicantly contribute towards foreign currency
earnings in Bangladest: and maost of them live in
the slums. The govemment s exploiting them
but nat willing to et them enjoy their nghts, not
even their right 1o shelier, she <aid, Referring o
the reports in the print media, she said it is very
sad that the government lake recourse Lo
harassing slum  dwellers through a range of
activities from setling fire 1o slums and hunting
cramingls.



As a result, many voung airls had 1o move from
Mirpur 10 Vashantek on account of being
subjected to harassment under different protes
by gpovemment agencies, she pointed out, She
urgeel the government to include low-income
nousing as well as protecting and upholding the
fundamental human rights of the urban poor in
its agenda.

Shireen Akhter informed the audience that on
account of campaigning and lobbying by rights
groups over o penod  of osix vears, (he
gowemment has disbursed 3 sumeof 200 million
taka for poor garment workers out of which, 120
million was given fo a big NGO, 40 million o
the Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs
and 30 million o the Minstry of Labour. She
criticized the  government  for it
shortightedness and fack of proper planning in
alfocating funds for empowerment of the poor
and emphasized the nead for effective lobbying
at the policy level by rights geoups and civil
sochety to this end,

She rederated the need for & well-planned slum
dwellere  rehabilitation  program . by the

government that should include allocation of

Khas land for the settlement of urban poar,

Mobasshar Hossain
Architect and Presidenl of the Institute of
ATCneTs,

Maobasshar Howain observed, *IF | have fire in
my house, should | put it out first or plan firs,
b 1er put 1t out! Obvioushy | will put it off first
then plan [ater how to stop futher fire™ Inthe
same way, Professor Hossam emphasized the
need for restmining eviction before planning for
rehabilitation of slum dwellers. Citing the
example of Singapors, he Gid refentless afforts
should be made to persuade thegovemment 10
refrain from eviction without making altermative
housing provisions,  He informed the audience
that in 1972, 1975 and 1976 the government of
Mngapore engaged in building four flats cach
day for accommodating low-income  howsing
groups, He noted that it is onaccount of 1heir
well-planned  prionties ot .making  housing
provisions for the slum dwellers that Singapore
has today emerged as one of the most developed
aations of South East He also said
ensunng housing rights for the urban poor
that constitute a significant population of
Bangladesh 1= also a State obligation under
the Constitution. However, in stark contrast,
1971 RAJUK has taken many
development projects and plans but none of
these are related 1o the poor. The
government must make rules forcing RAJUK
and like agencies to make one low-income
nouwsing when they make 10 homes for the
rich, he said, In the same vein he also
appealed 10 REHAB to devise a palicy to
make at least one complex & yedar on non-
profit basis for the poor, With a view to
ensuring -housing for the landless he
supgested that price of landed property be
significantly raised <o that uniform-housing
complexes could be  established  in
Bangladesh like China and India.
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He also suggested that many agencies in
Bangladesh provide loans to the poor for their
howsing and Grameen Bank is-a good examgle.
It has abready proved that the poor seldam
default in paying up their loans, he observed. He
further reiterated the need for developing 3
public and private padnershio o addres the
howsing rights of the poor and low-income
Bralps,

Shah Alamgir

Mewes Editor, Channet |

Shah Alamgir noted the prablemis that political
partios: demaonstrate commitment for TS LTHNE
housing rights of the poor in thelr un for
elections, However, once elected to porwir, ey
tend 10 forget about the Basic righis of the poar
amd only engape in piecemeal initiatives for
mitigating the-sufterings of slum dwedlors.

nsuring housing rights for the whan
poar that constitute & signiflcan
population of Bangladesh is alse a
State  obligation  under the
vonstitution, However, In slark
gantrast, siomee 1971 RAJUK has
{akon many development projecis
and plans But none of these an
related Lo the pooc

D.B BAGTIAREENCIMA L Bil & ALRFICER TRERT IRLAET)

He further criticized the govemment for lack of
commitment and comprehensive planning for
the poer and low-income groups, Referring to
the harassmenl which slum dwellers ane faced
with in the name of repular eviction, drives
conducled by govemment agencies vstensibly
lor eliminating criminals, ke opined that God
fathers af cnimes do nol lve in slums alone by
paving up-a manthly rent as low as 200-200
bk,

He emphasized that the government has to think
innovatively for rehabilitation of slum dwellers
and cried the example of the mavor of a
Brazilian oy ‘KUMTOBA' who declared that
anybody who comes with a badker of rash
would peceive a baskel of vegetables a5 an
mcentive  for Cleaniitg un the oty and
succoeded, The combination of good will and
opportumity can make rehabilitstion happen, he
noted.

Open discussion

According to Noor Nahar Begom and Md.
Magor Meah of Vashantek basti, the slum
dwellers are living o miserable life and they
have no other place 10 go. Many. peopls
including the palitical leaders come o them and
give them false hapes that the slem dwollers will
havee their pemanent homes, they stated,
Besidies. the police harass theme angd: sven
children sutfer by heie acts. They informed the
atclrence that they are willing 1o move oul of
Dhaka eity il they are provided with permanent
homes. They only need a plece of land from the
government to fake refuge amd do not nesd
miney form the govermment o build bouses as
they will arrange it by themselves, The
government s embarked onan expensive
scheme for rehabilitating the people of
Vasanthok Basts, they opined, For example, in
the Vashantek Rehabilitation Project 215 Sgit
aparment will cost 200000/ = 1aka and manthiy
repavinsiant will be aboul 21007 = faka, that @& nol
affordable tor the poor sium dwellers
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They further criticized the sovernment for such
an initiative and noted that it has refrained from
pro-poor  planning. They also held the
government responsible for the employmens
coenario in Bangladesh where more and mare
jobless are: resorting o criminal activities while
the government s making false promise
tfowards burlding 2 welfare state,

Shah Alam, Director, Rural Development o
Bangladesh opined that the international
community should come forward 10 as<ist the
eovemment in rehabilitatng the slum dwellers,
He noted that donor agencies should infervene
in the matter and exert pressure on the
government 10 address the concern of slum
dwellers by Implementing ow-Income housing
privects lor the poor.

AN Mahmood, Director (Admin), BLAST
observed that density of population in Dhaka s
very high and stressad for exploring reasons a5
0 why rural people are leaving their village
homes, He further iterated that one has to
sericusly rethink whether the howsing policy
will incorporate provisions dor reseltlernent or
improvement and also whether it will suppon
horizontal or vertical expansion. He suggested
that the government must ke initiatives to
mave the existing industries form the Tejgaon
and Rayerbasar area to outside Dhaka and
allocate these places for developing low-incoms
howsing projects for the urhan poor, With a view
1o mifigating the housing challenges of the poor
he also suggested thar the govemment should
make rules prohibiting the owner of g <ingle
landed property to refrain from buying another
house in Dhaka.  He noted that there are huge
vacant plots in the Tongi area which could be
allotted to the developers for low-income
housing arrangemenss.

Kazi Emadul Haque, Ex- Justice of the Suprems
Count of Bangladesh said we have two jssues
and these are eviction and rehabilitation, The
law mandates for the service of at least wven

days natice phor to carmving out any eviction, he
said. Hie also suppestad that the Law itself nesds
0 bechallenged given that any eviction with or
without service of natice ~ contrany to the nght
0 e which s one of the most cherished
tundamental right goaranteed  under the
Constitution, In the <ame wein, heoalso
maintained that the sovermment should review
axsting age-old and disenminatory. provisions
within the land laws. MHe suppested that lanc
ceiling systern be introduced in designated cities
m Bangladesh as 2 dvnamec response to the
chailenges of allocation of urban Lnd.

Outcome of the Roundtable
Discussion Meeting
Recommendations from the paper
presented

L A recent survey of Tongl and Gazipur
Pourathava ared shows that thens are 11349
acres of khas land available & low lands in
Torgl and 7067 acres in Gazipur. Al these
whas lands which are either hang unused or
under illegal occupation of vesied interest
groups could be used o developing housing
projects for the low-income grmup prople who
are willing to pay for theit accommodation, .
1Dy, Mazrul lstam)

2. Regarding land allocation in RAJUK'
development programemes of Uttara Purbachal
and Jhilmil, It is observed that the UG (Low
Income Group will recene 4 very small share in
these projects. (Purbachal -110.46 acres i 4500
acnes [ Utlara Model Town: 30.51 acres in
33658 acres’  Jhikmil: £33 acres a0 381.19
acres for the Low Income Group (LIC) and

designated for 4 class emploves of the Govil.
kheally each of these proposed housing areas
should allow for at least 50 percent of land for
the LIG, (Dr. Narrul llzm). With a view lo
mitigating the
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housitg challeng= of the urbas poor and sher
dwellern that are speead throughout the oty mom
Tongl 10 old Dbk, there i merit In explonsg e
folloswing apprtaches

Dnesite Development: Devidogs oxisting setberents
in their sxistirg location. The land will be purchesed
ditecily by the andowser pacticulary if it i 4 khes
Lincl, (Earmple of BRI e Land in Tons

Land Sharing: Bt meolesc working out mutsally
aceeptable arrargements noan area 0 allow B
[andimin and cocuponds 10 use the lind . Sarail
Basiee if M ook

Infill & Upgrading: The Dhaka Urban Inirstrct
||T'||:Irl.'|'-'l"|'|||"'|'-' Vrosiee TH ||‘| |III'I'-'iI:!'.'IJ .Il..'r-" =
0 wn mpters 57 SANG pots. £

roenmetctal plots: im oA 32
Thee mesettiement s
allotment process was compieted by the year 1556
Howewa e LG aredt ditl o
iafrastrortune | of Cofnmurly servites: ant & % W
thaoar |-|_-_-.|-|. TR W ;_:|||||-'.||!|!'-' Al e
withemenih. 500wl
wl oonndimdled actihetees of
s thi

i oty o
irdusral e
IO R IR

af - L SAerpur

LAt

sluim Tt

CORANIE ARy SO0
vl (CBELs 2nad

ingormplsts

."'-.ﬂ.':i:l. | ||_'||1:.:|_ A%  penf - AeiT

F‘h:!!-!'-:.‘lg nrTresn Oof L] noyssoholds per & E
arcnmmodate 2 total 32,000 of, houssholds, This
il e adddinsnal 15700 hooseholids 10 ibs prement

fTiCnas.  DeTlairs

Ersmgl] saral

iiviabtants. beatead o mandam eviclion fn Dhass e
Tewtah imary paoas hrmilies pould e resettiad o S
Eraliad Magar arez o it has scope in become 2 welk
planned ane bor th= L0 Salma A il

1. Focus shoukd be on development of 3 reacarson
sifer i an GlEemaive oo evechon, | loenfimcaieon O
frahy altps, mepodiation wilh lapdownets anic L
groups, purchasn of site and site devetogment with
o ISHInS for D ERCT TS 16 Il TS e
Hrat should b= adopted. For land thay i vakeilde o
T e, oooumests can negdRiahe 1or an il
larsd o be provided 1o them . Cosl Tactors woaid b
cateulited and bome by the people. In the oedhind o
dum  semlements  in  povernment  and sem
soverament land = Bangladesh the eostng bows m
SESHIYOE SRR TR e O cibt el M & 530

4.  Although the Macer Plans for smill and medeum
towns and metropeditan cities have Lind deagrated

1 ﬂ Wi mEL aF I LEOAL A e EAITTT TR b T

b fufeie pesichenitiz] e, A o FGRE 0 fincl & plan
whiete L] s bovn desagnatad for the LIG, Lang use
poliey and-plannineg procedores Jor Dhaka City, ADE
TA. Khulnd Master Plan elc. have  provided
rroajileernatrd b o e s LIG bousing, hut -
rases no fand has been meserved ft thie LIG and ths
s o weraus planming deficioncy. These plans havs to
ke mectifierl a5 soan as posschbe, Sakrma A 5]

5. The vacant land avalable wm govermnient owned
(s Ly wadivns sosmcees ek 20 BWDE, Kallway,
AT, HSE il shuokd be allotted in such 3 manner
foit patiding Tilsdng o LIG and ML a5 wiad| 2
NPT CINVIC SIS

Dr. Kamal Hossan enwvisioned a legal
SnVIrOnmeEnT N wWwiics

S Aveilabie knae Land In s Snidsow il bo
allecated tor acTeisber fevie, - st

s haerrriss Jor the L el

s Ty

£ The hugnrwrg righs of dom dwelless who nive
occypsed Jmis of ahas lands for-a substantil
pepid af i can be peotected;

&= MO and gremmetit ﬂ[:-','l'll'.il.!r- afe ke
tewark in collaborabion o onsare the fght 1o
adecpuate housng sor the urban (X,

& Slum dweliers are  able. to participate m
degiion-making over therr own intenests Jnd
CONCES: and




&,

& Multi-disciplinary inftiatives 10 develop and
realize plans lor adequale bousing of slum
dwillers in consultation with architects,
urban planees, ervironmentalists, and
st importantly, slum dwellers’ representa
Hives ame encouraged,

Cilhes secommendations from Salma A Sati

<+ Land altecagion for providog new
hawsing aned eeselilement of sguatlars,

+  Provisions for basic amenities and
yparding of eaisting lare squalter e
Mlements.

+  Asspfance for dhedler inproserment,

4 Expani the range of resources avatlahle
for-housing Enance

4+ Enoourige ekising Micrd Finance
Instituticors to finance LIG housing,
Collabaorate with privale sector devel
s lo builed low oot howsang

 Design suskirpble howsing for groups
wher Bawe peerrnanent employment o
inc ustrial workers, lps-incomse
povernment employees and a range o
infommmal sector employes,

+ Iclusion of low-income ousing in
ikt progecls and progiam (o Roads
ing and and development by
prtald and pEvabe secior,

+  Replinrang of existing sites-and sene
e sehemies and hoasing aneas of H3O
and city development authoeties
can free substantial amount of laad for
LI housing: and

4+ Consteuction of Rrgescate bow st
real estate projects in miltistoried
huildings for LIG particelary in Dhaka,

Other Recommendations came oul of the
discussion:

T Tor the Government:

The Government should demonstrime wall and
comnmibment bo pespongd 1o the hossing chal
lenges of:the: poor- slum dwellers,

The governmant should have 3 minmum stan
dand policy foe the sluny dhivetlens,

[§ should also endeavar to establish a Ministny o

=T

10,

11

Poverty Bisduction with necessany departments
llke Depasment of Slums Development or
Poverty Albeviatzon, In India, Minisiees like
Poverty Albsviation and Urban Emplayment or
Lirban Housing and Public Warks are in exis
L,

o ovicton showld bealbowed without alterma
five seltlement. There zre many instances all
avef the world regarding this kind of rehaklita
fvon of re-sntloment.

The govemment shonsld expliee was of Build
irg multistosied fow-income housing complaxes
fir ther ban ponr.

The gowemment should collaborato with e
mGOs m hirding Creative ways of rehabilitating
e luirm chwedlars wilhaut affectimg thair nzht b
right to life znd hvelihood

The Mational Howsing Authonty shoahd De st
bt swilthoul ary ielay,

Thar grvermmment sheaid relocate the ind userial

areas situated inside Diaka (Tepgaan indestrial

aresd anel Rayedwajar tannenyt for providing lovw-
incane housing arcommeddtean e the wlban

[l

Thie govermment saould desigrate
Purliaimentary Stancing Commitiee to addeess
(e concems ot slom dweliens,

The govemment should amnge foc mcome-gen
eration Chemes far villagars sothat ey ane nit
lured into moving in Pk city i search of
ivislibond,

The penermment should take necessany steps for
addressing the housima challenges of e poorin
i sty FeducTicn STEMegy PR,

For the Planners and Developers

Tl pergleastabe Egisineds community. must come
frrward for the sestlement of the urhan poot
especially slum dweliers and urban poar.

REHAE has iy members and if they can mike
2% loxst one LIG comphe a vear ona non=profit
brasies for the poor, it would be very usatul.

Thio risal-estate business must be committed to
construct one housing progect for the poos whie
they make fve for the rich, If possible the pov
ernment can maka this system mandatory gnan
fhiis sirategy b sucoessiully worked in
Indonesia; Mataysia and Singepone,
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*  For the Civil society and media:

T Theovil soiety and micdia should contings (o
ke up thee pressume an e sovemment an the
issuie of hiousing nghts of the wrtban poar

L RS

Lk

L0 Mobdlize publie spimdon that the shivn deelles
JE Tl leTrorsls,

B besd o socal movemon forencuring hitsms
rigttits o thie yrbun poar,

A Continee 10w aticles i the prnt madia on

fext e s bt divvellors

3, Contmue 0 pursoe e sosesnest 1o o o
Parbiamenlary Committos for fis oo
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the confrilbution af he erban poor towards ity
fike el thershy sencrating middle s aoceptalifiy

* For the NGDH:

(=1}

Colliboration betwean groups mepresenting the
nterests 04 the poor and Jetivids i necesany.

NG should Torm a pressane groop to erere
I rimints of the slum dwelles

MWD shoulel establish o comeniten ta meinitor
thi evichan and give them immediale ridiof,

Miamean A teack of the angoing ousing peo
[ran

MR copili assst e govssmmiil [ Qi
it denting carls fo the crignal slum
dweetlers $o preciude inflix of false clitmants o
realiabimlilation ElEH TS TR

ML should exslore and find soms mssar
hle III1I.|=L:IIJ|'-. for mirimum progiess. so that
actuad proress can e detetod




REALISING RIGHT™S:

The Rights of Slum dwellers to
Adequate Housing

Dr. Kamal Hossain

e Adwocate, Sugieinne Coun | Chasmperon, Rangiadesh Lsmal A and Servioms Trist

Tochity 1= Comtitation dn 4 Mrvember, The
biniveran ol e dee we - mdepspdiem cifirems
acnpted & st of ponoiplas by which o piide
FEl i i e

e

the il wweth iaur iy Ot

it = Bn Appropiile et o s 30 ielect of
sdif] o whinch we s abile intorporage and
fealie consifubiondl Soatartees 0 mees the needs
=i .1\].lih|||1|-|: ol i I'l"r'-:"'||1' N =|4'||'i|-| ||n|'| PCTIFIONT
Jathen, e Kev-aree T islr comiaderafion s e o
thiee mest hmsic Aeeds and indesd fundamental Bimes
rights. — that 10 sheler and ddequate housing

Ak e e heard, thees 5 am crhan housing crisks. in
which aboul ene third of Dhaka's msidents now (e
n thanties sod dums. They lack tonusal rehss
regantiess of the lesgh of their accuptinn. They Gre
viernight hamelessass, due to demelitions or uron

2 __'2'51——'—___ [ —

iy

S niuathon e the ks ol the urban
e @ Beat by arberane st and uneedtainke i
= impeant o nate Thal sEmndirant jsnal pohiow e

prachcal Thanges havn been stected mthis o e
decade. Suome of the mome posiie
COVCDDMAnts  feivie Ss=m  3CTRevied rI'II'l:.Ingh 1
Coumiursteon ol crtieens  scnion, mCluding oross cls
TeE COMmInity. coalthes, winnannd By nrganised
toi-toveramentd  InitiEnes and by Hmely

fervionticte by the [udcesy, v the lhw
Cornitution Wore idy o pratect the oslum
dwellers, M9 impotanty, thess hive nvilved
aganized and coorageogs strumele by shon dwellers
themseiued, | | will fake the l.q.',';..u'l,;.'.il.:.- '.I.I|J..i!. 1
refleet on hosw wie can burid on thies (1 AL ek 1
meel e challenges currenthe facing 1 for dfieesive
reatizabion of the: fgin o howsing of this urban poar
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Constilutiona] Framewnrk

The ! Constitution of Bangladesh 1973 clearly
roEnized the siate’s responsibidity fo mprove the
miaderal and cuftural standiand of Tvire of tha peoodn’
in onder bovsacuse for all cltizens ' the prov
basic necessmies of lite, iclrding food. clothing
helter edueadion and fedical cane 150
also guaranteed fundsmental human Aghix to

ecpus ity Bedone the Liwe, anid erqual protection of the

it ol this

" LA

Jaw, tregtment iy accordanme wish the L and the

right 10 e tArticles 27, 51 and 12 resmecrely

Whike these comstituianal provisions do not of imply
an obligation the srmmesdia e
NMRISINE o all, they do a8 et entad 2 manamem
roemmitment fo emiee (hal CitiZens &= nol fumed
nEracied for
thiei1

SMe mus  peovecs

out-oF S boses soefors They b
thesmamives,  and 10 avosd

Ivalibiorods Hheosh

SO 4t

such arbifrery acoon

In a numiber of Lbdmak divisiony e High Court
Drivision of owr Supeeme Court has now edablishad
that slum evichoss canned be carmed
RO W o
Jw [Sechon 3

Focovery of Possesion) Ondinance 19700 &nd, in 3

el NIL
¢ ax mandatanly fegesed by the

Lorernmenl Lands 2nd Buildings

SR
prowisio | et pedabilitabon. e Modhimala s
3 PAF 2001 HED p 540 and ASK v

1990 HCD p 58] Chur arean

vgnilieunt develoomean?, wilhaid malong 2h
LalsE, 3
B..'hk',E.-l.!-"-' y BLild

coofrt has meportedly  recenily eramemed G vel
pnrépdried See Proghom Ao, T At Wl these
principies a5 meled on by the High Coo
Tanbazar case Hangladesh  Sodwmdy for he

tnlarcement of Hoaman Eighds (BSEAR w oovsmimion|

i e

of Eanolide=dy & M1 HCDy [kl

i N P ek e

welierE i was et
of Tapbarzr and Mimwedi wis illeszl and the
profession of wex work iv notillesal in eldwn to the
[l | neaesed

[k 15 important o meoie i rraliee thn
£ s mary De volond
resiod ol

T |1I"|"' I“"‘"- T .I.".—|_"":‘I iy

LI Sedwing 1
nEhl (ol e Thus in
Many Cises siem dwihom who have
sought to sesest
rRifrary. M=t or dedention and

Foe theead of (et being emeodecated: @

il 1l
trsitment
rurther fatse cases also servies 1o inhibel mam of them
rmEht o fresdon

I Foerd e B O Eprssicon

ST e mg o

International Human Rights Law

The right B0 housing.as & basic right i mshriped in a
nufnber of intemational instrumsents teconmized o
rafiten oy Batnlafdesh, These inclode the Universal
Dvclaration on Homan Rights [UDHE, which i
recognized by all states and bhas become part of
cusioimany mbemahional law, and which inffoenced

the confent of our own Constitutional provisions: !

Banglsde=t's specific abdioations urder interational
e the right 10 housing are most clearly set
out i the Infemational

social and Caltural Righrs (ICESCR

larw i sy

Covemang . ofn - Eoonam
which m Artichs

8 £ Orre 10 o ackeguaite =tarstams ol Tiving loo
kel and hicher tami o
cletmE &nd hoasirg ard jo the CIEE U TTHOO TS0
f Pnviire coneliooes

blegations under
CRE. o
s ol women and cheddeen in housing. !
50 for exanpbe;. Atichs 27 1 the RO provides
that & Fat Ca e ratrang
s amsd weithin thear meegie shall
A MEAsUiEs |0 ssesst s pEmenty and ER s
e foe the child

and enall o e Cae

In eddibon, Baneladesh lu
oier Frash e

ST URE R

i LT AL 3
such &3 CEDAW and thi
-
=
O
wilh

L
lin e

mipiesrt=nd the Hehi o

Aasie] prcvice

sl THCAS B SUDPHT ProsEms panic sy

THl DOarsE g

with regard 1 nuirition, clathing

bl 25T O P UDSM pmeidne hor ey D08 B & A3 B 3 sloasns of Beng Soeiustn 1or B hnal e sl w3 ol lpsmerssl aniil

maRA (nmiy =rigse Tod o ey
SR, SandElfy sCoehoos, ol B0 OF O e o

-]4 B ECL EMERS LENEL AL & SEETIEE PR UELRNT

AT e Ty

Tl Rt ated Sl fasrie woa] T TRy S00R Sevelee., Aol B fnoancurty i D sl o aimlirrmind
sl oo

w Enbai]



The State’s obligaons under internabonal law thus
mcludge faking ‘approprate steps 0. ersure. the
reatizafion of Yhis right' (Artcle 11 (1) of CESCEL
They also mnclude an immediste obdastion nol H
discriminate between women and men in the
realization of thes right (Artiche 2, CEDAW, Aricle
23 and 26 ICESCRL  According o the: LN
Commatiew on Econamic, Social and Culural Rights
the Covemment's responsibility in halting foroed
evictions, and ensuring housing rights of its citizens
includes lepal ‘security of tenure, availability of
services, materials, facilines and indrastructure,
location, habitabulity, afordabifity, acoessibilin: and
cultural sdequacy.

Al 2 baro minimurn the obligamon nclxdes: an
epectation of governmental conoem - regarding
cazens sheler needs; and to impeove and proterd
e rathier fhan damaging and destrewving them (he
Ceneral  Assembly ) Resolution 437987 of 20
December 1984 on *Clobsl Stratesy for Shelier o
e Year 20000 In-addezon o inchade an obligation
B s e informal sector through shelier and
services, especially for the underprivibeged (The LN
Comterenca on Human Settement m 1976, a wihich
Bangladesh  patticipated.  The  UN lanbul
Declarafion on Human Séttement 199 endorsixd
Fhe unbversal soaks of ensuring sdegraate shister for
2l and making human setftlement <fe, healthier,
mcne livable, #uitable, sesainghle dnd more
producirve, It alsa endorsed a5 3 mapor theme af the
conference,  adequate sheler for all It alio
considered, with a-sese of urgency, e conbnung
desesioration of ¢onditions of dheler and human
wrtlements, and 0ok upon el the s o Mvpand
the sapply of affordable housing by enabling makes
to peorformn pfficiently, The minimam erblagations ol
Covernmaents towards durm dwedlen alw mcludes a
nght 1o compensation for. perons ewcted, wiich
showld include land and aocess to commion phoperty
resources and- should not be ednicled fo cash
pavments, (UM Comprehenuve Human  Eighls
Cuidelines on Developmentdawed  Displacoment
19497

The National Housing Policy

This has been recently revied (in 20048 &n catler
version of the policy, which then secerved Cabiniel
appeoval, recopnised 5 that insitu stum development
should be carried out, howsing Eacilities extonded,

teraurial nghts recognied, and that land with matesal
infrastructues should be made available. It abo
highlighted the imporance of people’s panicipation
iy maintaening the facilities in shums. (para 5)

Resisting Slum Evictions in the Courts

Huirnan rights arganestons and NGO wodkmg with
He arban poor hoee aestated their nghts to howsing
Iw=lore gasr Supreme Court on a number of oocasions.
These sarted & 198971990, when the -evictions
planned for Taltols Bastl and Agargeon Bisti were
dopped by stay oeders imued by e High Coust,
lollowing ovemnight wiil petitions drafled on an
emeency bass As n e past, slum dwelles,
usually with the assstance  of non-govermnment
orzameations’ and  lkeeminded  Towyers,  have
continped to challenge the legality of their evictions.
The Court has become 2 real bulwark against
bty and fonced enction. In 2003 dlone, seveml
writs [V P No. 33262003 (Now Shahid lane best,
Pahartali, Cred, W P Mo 56702003 MWashartek Bossil)
W, P. D, 465872007 (vaohakhali Bosti) W, P No
72851003 oGalvanpur Pofa Bosl, W P Noo
S25500000 Sy B Mohakhali)] were Tiled
chaltengmg frced emvctone of <lum dwellers:

I recent yeans, e Cowerts have recogmised thad the
minimm gl regurements far any evichon an: o
privdide poot wiflen satcoe; and also 1o provide foc
dlternative rehabadtaton, The Hiph Courtt heas
recognisnd the umgue contribdfion made by the
urban poor oo wrben Lte, and  has eliborsted
Ruidelines regardinng vy weced evictions thal may be
Larries] gl

Currently there-are a menber of such cases pending
in retation to shomes in Dhaka amd other cities, leg
Mahakhali Shat4ola Basti; Kallyanpur Pora Bast;
Bhashantik Bastie. I sviral of these The Cowns have
considered - the 30 thal there ame- pendiog
rebabilitatien schemes m plare and have clled for
information on these paor to- pemitting 2 slum
eviction fo be camied oo,

Howewer, inothers, the <lums have Deen demolshed
sPallabi Section 10, Fulbara Railway Colony Sum:
Kirwan Barar Shaml Inoywet giher cases, ovemizhi
demalition or amon atacks have peacluded amy
possibility of seewing legal Intervention and
thousands have been rendered homeles with no
reliet or redres,
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Current Challengm

There am= g numbed of ameas oo which forthe
atrvism — both in dhe legal and policy arca

by e

& Clanfving nature b content

Besrmroniirires thid slale’s obliymatmn o

tapnng wWith or asrupong CHubET § 0w

et o secure thedr Bvelihoods and sheter, B5

aviotding forcibde evictuon of slurms

F ITE AT i

rxtions reslumdsepl lers = natoere-of refutetil
wewy wihat mndels-are availablo, wha smd of

ogal tramework can tacildale this

While el advocacy bas Felped to mame e
rearding recosnition of the gt o howsng, 2
bt b S pfeCtive i hrosamg et O e
hiutaliay al the PIOCEss SCCDMPAMY I b=
praverl eviCTRONS, [0 many TR, PR rhal

lerpes ot boen mind with & seerming heckien

amd the reor (o bt force, Aron afiecks S
ety —

arxd et there 4 nos accountability, afemeted =

abounded - loxding in Ssame s

o 2 AT =

slate apenoies in such cases, This

a1 the safme tims, s e ewcthons imsabe mape

E . LR
disruptions in fhe infarmal economy, with Inen
hoods threaetied atil jeopardized, end e pro

widhomof basit servioos cub ot Thos: mamy
MG run diesplopment programs s,

[

LS

L

R o Hamgsdes by 2DGE, ASK, Degha 02 g Jw
i 1 1m Hanel adesh 2001 ), A, s
e L Dbadc 17700000, A5k, TRUITEC

1 6 B B LUELL AR & NIRRT IO TR CELANTS

s

e by Toreien donations. from belee

tilateral conors ane tofally, disneoied

|
LML

approwict by the NGO Aftairs Bierea and

ang mul

Pealth
it emplorment ane SooaCaen el vt

oppaetunifee, 'I'-'_il.:l'iiﬂ.:. |'|-.,r WO e O |

dran, ata-jeopandbed oF U ol

Ercommendalions:

We neod & legal environment i whech

l'|'|

&

avanlable khas Land in wrban e wall be maoe
avadlable for arcesable low o8 honeng

srhermes for T UrTin posor

Thix hoseine richts of slom dweliar who e
secuphed areas of ks lands for 3 substanbal
e O 1A e s s Proeceo

NGO and Loveemiment agencess ane enaed 3
ook menllaboration o ensuee the b o ade

guale houwsing oo e wThan poor

nlti-disiaplinary: inibiatives o oessop and
reptse phins for-adequahe Dousng oF i
devellem (including: architect. urhan planners
ervironmontalists, and s iy, som

dwedlors' representatives? ame pocouraged

e 5 T

it TR

%l LT thage] lers are .!|::i1- 10 DA e i

making over [Teir own irmat. .



Land Ownership, Land Tenure and Use of
Khas Land of Dhaka City and Capture by
Vested Interest Groups

Professor Nazrul Islam

Linsvprsity of Dl seed. Hondrary Chammmon, Comime-for Lidsm S (€15 Bhaka

Introduction:

Ohata sutfers form acule shotage of swepply of land
lee Baipang enhancing the price of Lend wislh e
R SOAlN SIGTEeIES  with me :'jr-g'ru'-r- it
ity - The poar who consense mearly 40
peroen ol the city"spopolaton gt wand sicims
of mequaiity, ey Al wifers due o the e o
a pio poir urhim pohcy, the lowee=naddle mcomg,
Wi fompnse et anofber Lese propoftion of the
oty L popdilalinn -alvs E ol o any emdalie
alfleituin, lob us howeves . oo todas ad Thie Brocs
st in terma df L .._II‘|IJ H:H_l_-.:.'."!_;'_ W ol irmirt e
dsscennn TSt 16 4 B introdoction to the-panesm of
prameeshin ol lind in Dl bilowsd by the 500
Eieure svsliem and aodscission v e kans land and
B o mpbse The potenal acooe of B poor
acors b vt land 15 probed in corclison

Land ownership pattem

The only  comprehersive recent ety o Lind

ownership o Do cinv was pndeniken in 1981 &
[Pl mindsdry GF Land0WOH 19817, o vear conduced
on - owner hoceholds e other sudiss) and b
{ShiTaibet winsied thiss mare than 70 peronet of the
propleal Dbk o notown any land Tin the ik
Thess por-ownme peopte woulkd ndlude 97 percont
of the urban poor, el majonty of lower-middle and
e clss peooss: and swen many of 1he Lan o
eridullee choss I oo it stusdy for shin Gevernmrpntof
Buglndesh and JAGE w995 we Bave Tound e
(il 3 pereent of e eerban paat in [Tl tvmed
e plot of e on which theie dwolling dnit wa
incaed Tabded) ohs propmrmion Weeeld b mroch
i dodan)

M thee 3 pertent Mol in the-city who mwmed
Larief (ERT9ETE mest cvened bnlvismull ot 60 pdoent
1 lect ownmg ol wradlag that 5 &ha 17 30X5 W
i Oaly B5% peroeat of the holdings wem of maee
Pt | bigha |:'_'i1'd a0rr) e it cumulatively thess
nCCLpey L1 6T pesrent of the todad Tand ared Gibie
o
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Table 1 : Ownership of Dwelling Plot by Urban Poor, 1995

Cominree Blam, o ol 107

Owmership Dhaka Al urban
Category  aracers poor Al Poor %) | Hirdeore poor | Modoratoty | ANl Poor (%)
ek Poar (%) i8] | Poor(t) 3
(|
Chwmer 'l 25 3.7 | 1 186 13 121
| 1
Mon-gwnar 871 oS53 858 Bid 82T 815
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100
Table =2 Sire Distrbation of Holdings of Dhaka City, 1981
S il hol o 1 g [ il e | 4.5 Masti FOATIAT ARRY LIDCHT e Curmedatree
£in gt fem ho etk Petoitioe arn s o= Lo g Sl bkt v el SR
| ' ; 1 A L [ ® I
Ec-u:u-:m:ﬂ.I'H-ID b, Al s T e Ta E--!I‘__ ’ 5.4% a0
DDA 15 1538 a1 30 630,30 25 10,27 DO41S
n-;p;l.f..: 1804 1783 17 Hil Sy g ‘-H-‘-i.ii . 1) . ‘.'TI:'n'I LU k]
(OO 0 T 8= : fet1? (L rp Y. 223 AT Th S i (1
1109 512424 T |1 B4 &3 | B 0 L& 3F 4818 o=
R T i (s LI ] - ET R (e L iedral 0 X3
)P0 A 4949 ZiA0 4 i BG4 1554 fd i3 TE3 SELA]
|:'|4.-r.u|.u st a8 70 il 18020 1553 HA 0 SEAG
A S0 0 Do 12n 1.20 ¥ Te 157! " =R . (1, L
L and b 55 36 100 Rl - [§ET] b
Al Sizes 0L 100 06 igdad | T (i |

D6 eros = B kb B0 e D Kltia, DB v o ) ptha, DAFS bones <5 kaffba  DGR0 My =10 katha, 7% aces = 17

bathia, 60 acres = bugha 4950 40008 - 1.5 i and G500 somes

Landl Topure Swstem

_The land tenure svstem in Bangladesh has evosved
aver a long hstoncal time and. stands nosw 0 Jd
comples staius. Lirban land  at  presen? s
chatatienzed by 3 vanery of fenurs 1vpes, dentified
a non-fomal, de facto tenure; pevate freehold;
govemnment o khes land’ public leaehold, prvate
tpasehodd; apartment tenure; community ownestps;
cooperative ownership; wakf | Charitablel’ refnpous
land ¥ and Abandaned properly and non- resadent
weetnd property -

Mon-formal, de facto tenure:

1 8 kI e R LEdLL 21T & SEMEICES TRCHT CHLARTY

i !lrrj'u

Land cocupied and weed without pormission froem 25
owner 15 4 oam of fenuze kndwn as ‘Squatting’. Thi
is guile common m Dhea especially on grvemmen?
propemy, The govemment m 1975, while cleanng
sdums of Dhaka city under the emengency Rule,
fonced nearly 200000 squatter dwellers o setie m
povernment alioted plats outside: Dhaka civ. As
regards the tenwse of sich land, the governmen? i yet
indecisive, Ancther mascive eviction: of 40000
squatters took place in 2002 at Agargacn in the City
bul witholt amy reettiement provision, There fave
boen innumerable esvictions between 1975 and
2004,




Private Freehold

This s the most famifiar form of temufe MOURD
which a private indivedual or a group of indivduals
can own lant Gutright. the law gives the owner the
right 10 use o dispose of land m amy way hedshe fikes
= long as ha'the does not impair the Law of land or
planning regulations Sthe poor a8 present probabley
b cewnershify access o bess than 1 percent of this
land]

Governmen! land or Khas land

Land under povernment ownership & called khas
et Thae meains sources of khas bnds are s follinks

& Land vesting in the govemment b vare of
holdings exceeding the land ownership oriling
1 100 bighas o 13.4 ha;

Arcmetion of land front the sea or
avers-Acruisition of land in cases of detault in
pavment of land development tax;

i

&  Common-use kind frowds, frven, pastunes, #Ic.)
and special use Tand [fornest, fisheres, shrirmp
land, vats, buzaars, #6c.} and oousable land (hill,
marsnes Clc.);

ifi

Land acguired by compulsony acquishion of
purchase,

Acquisition. and Requisition of Immevalile Property
Ordinance 1942 peohibits the we of scguired land
oe purposes alher that that foe which it was acquired.
Ohaka city has an unknown guantity of khas land,
Bt it i quite substantial, more that 1000 acres of
which <till rermain vacant, An ADB study conducted
i 1993 had found about 1272 acres of Khas land
within DCC area alone of this 476 acnes wene vacanl
or under tllegal use.

Public Frechold

Govemnmen! 0f semegovemment agencies are the
full owners of land. in urban aeas @ generally
apoiies 1o land directly used by the public such &
parks, roadways and uted for publsc boildings, this i
ko known as 'khas land °. Govemment has the
cecupancy right to forests, mineral resources: and
water areas [rvers and public watesshed:, eic) the

govemnment has the right for different uses of swch
|ared and can also sell it

Public Lease hold

Some governmen? agencics nave dinectly leased o
landd to private indnaduals or firms for 2 specified
period of fime. Thess ate known as public leases, The
time period may vary between few maoniths o 59
vears, For exampie, RAILUK. has developed some
evidential areas and lepsed them to private
itickivichuals bor 99 wears.

The lease holders enqoy il thee privileges of 4 private
Frochold except the tact that @ny transter os sales have
to be approved by the autharities contemed. some o
the leases may be dor a semporary pesiod and maybe
treated a5 on rent and mostly used for Commenca
purposes. Government has rissotilod some of he
bLindless i govemmen: (khast land on long term
[ENTETN

Private Leasehold:

i applies to mental market of all categones of
property; residenitial, commercial o incustrid, in &3
private cwner ghvs his properdy on lease to an
indivudual or o2 group of indedduals tor 2 cean
pericd with cenain resnctions and for specific uses
o activins.

Apartment Tenure

Apatment consiruchion & a comparatively mecent
phenomenon; the Liw relaling 1o cwnership Aghis m
apastments s not welldeveloped, Apanments are
sohd under & varesr of legal grangements. The lack
af standard svstem handicaps the developer, the
puechaser, and the tax collector, This system dipes ot
conoem the poor of Dhaka, It s mainty limied 0
apper and middle incone groups.

Community Ownérship:

This 15 a recent phenomenon ind mostly occurs m
urban, semiurhen and urban-fringe areds. The
property is primanly used ior the development of
residential purpose. There are laws to regulate such
heldings. In most czses the ownerships i indnadual
bt with certain restrictions on transfer, sabe and we.
Thete ane examples of this fype in lenure at vanous
lpcations, but mosthy in the fringe areas, There b
gotential for we of this system for the poar, but only
if organized by responsible NGO,
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Waki Tahbe 3 ¢ Khas Land within DCC Area.

It means chasable and religous: land. When 4 BV ugencies collected duting the sudy,
propery = opven for chafilsble and eligiow wes
throueh bepal methods i becomes a wakl propemy, = e
government dpponts & person 10 look afer such ._.p;-'.t:
property, Most of the poblic mosgues belong to thes Mk

Calegory. In Cee o mokguees pvate inels of i
government trusts, SOREmIment  apnhitind  amencies - | 1009 | i 415 i 534 e

- viran His
Tidal Cama P8 1o -

Ares st A ot s

15 Cetaber J00-40

lewok e the propedtes. A rooent Iewipaper report | J 1 1 r
Bl revels thatone thirds of the B43. 140 acres of vested | w-l| 408 | s | 1w |70 | 2 |
b~ property n the country has been gobbled by land | -+ .
_— grabbers in the last theee decades { the Daily Sear’, |pen |z | oz s | 0S| e | w

=2 | A . &1 12 Y 10e
- AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON KHAS ARD | i i | i i
::._ YACANT LAND IN DHARKA CITY .'-1' - o 5 o 1 an
- Source of informaton: i I'.+ " s o ¥ " .
The anfmabon of (e paper & Liken fom fnal i J 1 d 4
et w0 urmiell of formulation of Land Develogmens el | o=ae | iE | owmsr o | 1ams | o
Contrels and procedures for Dhakin city (ADS TA | | | .
T-EANY prepaned By Culpine Planning Lid, in Soiies: Tabwl e, 19

asocation  with  Intermational | Masagement

Consultants Ltd, Bangladesh, Consultante lBd and

Sheltsch Consultants (Pl Lid. on Adaeust 1995 ADR

provitled  Technea! Asshtance for the study and

Raichani Unnovan Katipokiha (RARUK) was the 0 o

pwonuling Agency, The data on govt. land b prepumed

on the basis of secondary information form diffeent e jom] area of khas land B Dhaka city 351272

acrps; of thik 76 acms 37%) has Ien under dbegad
OF VACANT use for ten years or mone, |n addinon, them
iy kel o B forthesr Land whach s been in
illepal or vacant ese o wnder 10wears, halt the arema
Ol Hais st o e T 500

During, the <uce o Formolanon of - Lnd
Bevalopment Controds and Procedures for D
Coty, fomy-four sites wem sunveyed, all over | s 2
togal of 226 moresl. thowe under-1 acm wene not
l.url.-'f"rv,ld and acooerte o thee pegin r“.ﬁl'l.' 475, of the
ihas Land . cordidersd vacant was actually vacans
while a ferher T8% we sl n-agncu lbore bse, 5006
il the undevelopsd ites peadod Gilling bele
devglopment, OF the deselopid aeer (4750 over hall
wiak develoead tne porca aruciue, e amoun) of
iftopal devefopmen?, detemmined |y the site- waereey
Witk repared i be limised, an inqoresting Feabeee 0
the sursey finding b 1=t the stadoum and. Thi sk
foundatinn are - aficialy recarded a5 vacast land.
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Dhaka City Corporation Land:

DEC records show them as owners of 647 acres of
land of which 409 acres is developed and 94.33
acres is vacant o illegally occupied, There is no data
as to the length of time for which these plots have
been vacant, This total includes 50,83 acres currently
used as municipal garbage dump. This land will be
filled up and become available for development very
soon, Table-2 shows 45% of the sites to be below, %
of one acre,

Table 4: BCC Recorded Vacant Land

T Size tAcres) M. of Sites Ageg (s

0-% 45 2.8
b -4 12 .1 B
=1 4 N 14
1+2 4 1t.2
=3 4 G T

G+ above 3 6393 b
Toaal | s 04,13

Sorce DCC 19%2

The DCC record of 1992 was assessed in the field
and 28 sites were surveyed, However thie survey 1s
distorted by the 50.83 acres municipal dumping site
At Matuail as it contains 44% of all land. Most of the
remaining sites are either small road side dumping
depats iwhich cannot really be regarded as vacant as
alternative sites would be needed if these sites were
developed). The survey shows that 77% of DCC land
is undeveloped tinclusive of the dumping site andl
agricultural land), 23 % is developed, half for
commercial use, 57% of the development was
Kutcha, While the large municipal dumping site
needs fill for development, most of the smaller sites
can be developed with no fill or shallow fill. Only
1% was illegally occupied at the time of survey,

DCC recently has undertaken steps to acquire a total
af about 50.09 acres of land as an extension o the
existing dumping site at Maluail. Process of
acquisition of 53.04 acres of land at Amin Bazar near
Savar has been also taken for a new garbage dumping

site,
Acquired Land within DCC Area

a record of the acouired land within DCE area is shown in [he

[ |
!Flm Size lacrestl Mo, of Platls | Area | acees) Wnused 10
Years +
0-% G701 919
By
Iy ¥ 320G 1172
-1 J0h5 205
-2 1985 2740
— A
pI | B7Y 2514
5o abwne I51 140K
|_ Tokal 1aaay 12R56 1256 acres.

firl lovwarg, Tahles
Source: Tahsi| Citiges, 1992
RAJUK Land:

According to the study RAJUK has acquired 4613
acres in 69 land acquisition cases in the period 1956-
57 to 1989-90. OF this total, RAJUK has itself
developed or leased to others to develop 3406 acres.
Of the remainder, most has been derequisitioned
(1137 acresh, This is a consequence of RAJUK
requisitioning {but nat acquiring) land and following
1 court cases have to leave the land with the original
awners, The rest is in dispute.

RAJUK claims it has no acquired land which has
remained undeveloped for more than ten years, But
there is a lot of undeveloped land on RAJUK estates
where the land has been leased and the purchasers
have not developed. A lot of such lands are located
in Tongi Industrial Area,

RAJUK is currently undertaking land development
programmes mainly for large scale residential arcas.
the town ship development of Uttara purbachal anil
jilmil are some of it's ongoing works and these are
Master plan proposition. however as per the planning
of land allocation it is observed the poor receive a
very small share ie. 4.34% in Purbachal new
township, 7.55% for Uttara model town and 1.2% in
hitmil residential area under Rajuk is reserved for
vy Income group,
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While all these lands will be developed and
distnbused among the high income group the: small
percentage of Land reservedd (o6 LIG wall be used for
peralmlitatvon of those from whaom the land has been
acquered. While planning and developrment of these
areas progress RAJUK and othver Avthorities consoue
to evict the poor squatting on stheir lands and ae
allowing further densification of informal seftfernent
oF peivale soms.

Cramership of Vacant Land:

The haosing and settlement directorats is by Bar the

i cramier of vatant land o lol of wheh =
ocoupeed (llegally, Almost all of shese: bhas and
povernment. aoquited: land reconded a5 vacant was
checioed dunng the stisdy. But during the 'past 12
vears mech of this fand may hive been used wp o
sodd o0 by the apencees, Owneships-of Vacan? plob
by warswn povenmenl agencies s -shown i the
following Tabée

Biﬂirfglmduuﬂh'acanl Lind dvamied b different
AT ETL

The Land in Dhaka ity dee 2eeting scarce due tn poor
record eeping and high level of corrupton. The
gquandurm ol ke land s getimg smaller every day =
the powertul groups -are grabbeng khas Lnds by
WaArHUs  UNSCTUpUlons  means, A fisas  dalisment
Datow shows e following, An update of the
condition of the government holding of fre areas
from the final report wolume-ll of Formulation OF
Lardd Dreerlopment  Controls and Procedures for
Dihaka city (ADB TA -1609-BAN) gives the following
infgrmanon | Table 6 - Existing Condibon OF
Cowvernment Holdings),

Table 6 Existing Condition of Govt. Holdings

LES
ma

Comd. Heidings

Apenn: BHL E
Loratinn;Gabinli
Dy 01,77 atre

Exisling Pirysicad Coneliian

Caabicili vz Bos, Towmarial
IT'E DS phoand Jidd W e W

= s wharr lnal prapie do buung
Table 5: Cwnership of vacant land. e it s i e
— - o WL
S M ol the pavernimig e *m_r T::r, & Linds are sl s [0
i 3 b sdasbionrs o lrarse Sk
1 Banladesh Rallways 145 R bttt i |auts Baps Rnems gy
| Wyt inast ix NG hebing wn
2 Hewmang aad Settlement Dipchonse | BlG G309 tipns o Cabtal mlewag
1 CRG had Crvias e writrnadon
| Pt Worgs Dienartmend 11 T ik ing L% Tun these wfeeion,
IMpsME hom o fe S
I i | ootk o Highw s Departmen il ¥ s kb
5 | Tebesagy ard Tolecom Departmcnt] 52 -ty B Cabtal Clrhe Mesket oxrugme
— fgmacy DT thiis are il adbar = o
[ CIA w5 20 155 il ILocation: Cabtoh e nverieds
i 225 e Brick, Samel, Coment bafen
[ 7 Wder Dovedopemwrt Bl | 1 Lo . DDy vame o S Lindi
Tkl I P4 1o Er? Hangiladesh! O3 - [llpgal Squamer sentemeet
Lk B Lands are abocstdd o OxG
Lascatian: B . :
= - I (el daticrr o ke s ot
24 firma Grah 561 Acres of Public Land _mf Lt s s gwen 30 af deast
1 i el
A gotal of I el edate compeniss have [llegally o thres: TR fusimg st &
orCogred ot 36058 wones of pulblec land in Dhuaka and B ey Burae
= dberte, the Parlamen ory Manding Commimee of he | | ey RO B DHOC 4y, Fonve ooy
Ay ool Lasrud v tille] yestenilag, I (Lesatinn: Seryrelabuil ireahed dwellieg paces 3l =
A prasetiseg o thee 1% Body hold vestoaday whit iz charman A O e a 1o mha s of the
Ao ate slabenasdur Radiman in Bhe chair aleer imlormed DL ity
el ol Ml coimpanie el luive apigdosd S et (119 £ Some vacant Linds S e |
lerae oo it coocupied land in Dhaka and Carmpur dismet B L L am——— |
The amourd of illegally occupicd fand wodd be - meach Sapedabod Bom Teemiral
heghey the comrmafiee chainman ol repom. afey e | whith wads ket vaars for
meetang. He waed crimingd cases would be liled againag [k

R Laned pratibery’ soows e said thee slanding commates
[ s recoemmemded fo the povernmend fhat @ talke
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Available Land, Caplured by Vested Interests and
Land Development Opporlumities.

The public khas land of Dhaka city i5 shrinking day
by day due to negligence of land Minisiny's reconds
ol tights Rok it has been alleged that miny
apportunists inchuding dishanes officials fram the
lanerd Ministry as well as AC land officers hawve faken
the apoortunity to-ocoupy the kius land illegally
kenowing this exact lncation and status of the prabalic:
Land such officials dte in @ perect positivn 16 make
use to sch knowledge. The active support and
parlicipation of these vestad intorest proups 1€ .4 poe:
comtation for tarmulation of land develapmen
apportunities of the poor.

A racent study Tor STP (trategie Transport Plan in
004 revpals . that thers are now almost shisy famd
deveiopet compranies who dre ocoupying most of the
wacant fand in the wiban iringe areas of Dhaka oy,
ey have purchased these low lying lands, filked
them aned ane welling these is residentia] plots 1o high
and priddle incoeme groups, A list of thesa |and
drgrlopsers with name of the. projects and nurmber of
pibots o apariment ase shown below;

Satellite Towns and Opportunitics for Rehabilitation
of The Ueban Poor,

The arcater Dhakd anea ¢r DMDP consdsts o 590 sy
rmvibes (15300 &g, k| aned Dect wdis Ui neasty Sows
and satellite cities ke Tong:, Savar, Guagpue,
Narshgheli, Raligan) m the north and Narayangang.
Keranwan), Bandar and Ruppanj 1o the south and
wasl, within these townshies there are lsrge tracts of
ordevelogel land as well as waused khas lands
which .can be plisned for all useful pumposes
inclisdmg plasned rehabelitation of slums ard
saqutters semlements ram the DCC area,

A recent survey of Torg and Gazipur Pourashave
area showes that there are 113,49 acres of khas land
available as low lands in Tongl and 7061 acred it
Gazipur, bn Tong thers is a Lot of vacant land ownisd
by TAJUK in its industrial zones some of which ano
showi in table 7.

Al these khas lands are cither lying wnused of uider
{legal oocupation of vanous groups and can be used
for acenmmacdation of the low income group peogle
who required shelter ardd are willing to pay. The
location and condition of these lands was studied

Table 7 : Names

Land Developer Companies.
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Table 8: RAJUK Land Qccupied by Conclusion:
Squatters in Tongi Area, A vast mapoty of the popalaion of Dhalcs do ot

Womd | Mame of S Ocoggrnd e | Jokal Land in Acer | ' iy land o thee City. Their share is Continuodsh
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'_{ 1 WO factony 25 incredasing. Almost none among the: lowest 440
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PLANNING LAND AND HOUSING
FOR THE URBAN POOR

Salma A. Shafi

Yrchtee Plimmes
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L Frojarmme, Snlank
Conmoistion of the urban Informal sector. run masty

B the by pooe, b e nalional egofarmy s kibwn 3
o al wel provisics ol sheler for Lew lncome Group
RS i thee b arecs Bas nof been sddeseed, This
it 4 misiaxe on it part of the Goat, = Shmporiiy
sheliers are Bevoming- the, mainstay of e oes, The
Goe. 5 abo unable o fap sevingy of a1 hizh
percentage of the urban popdlaton winch finds it
wary = less productive giess. Moosme ot the arban
PRCEM  (CCWrTEi 1|} remaifl & 3 Rir A4S HI'IF_'I'f
sovermnment policy o inittatives hawe not been taken 4 Cundance to communities to improve their eco
tos e thwe insow. Plannimg for provsding shelhsr o normin, social and phyecal conditions. [LCDO
the poor has been successfully achweved 1 many Thailind, SPARL wn Bambay — fnedial
Asian countries with smilar ok scohomic
conditions 1o Bancladesh whese community D CSPARC motlifes wimen's sovings groups &
indiztnes and participaion hae been matchad by Ao the fommal wectod for Lingd and hoiung
Camel supmarl Some of those prosects am

Lipprading ke meornninformal witfernemis
IKampung moeovement;: indonesia)

3 Communify garstipation dnd comemunity
ninanced tpsracmg — (Chang) Pilat Project
Pukstan) Tecomes] sistance and social il
ancr 80 90,000 houssnolds

The success of alfl thewr progrmmes: have e
1 Faclitte Low cost Housing in Urban and Rural  following resons;
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£ The ohiacive was 10 reach a large number of
bourssholde and 10 make nesdasoes available ta
them mstead of providing a tew with high stan
clard solubipns,

To place people at the conler of the plannng
peoscess, House ownership and seli-help wers

LK

& The progecs were largeted 10wards iong-ten
ocaeronotmic sustainability and this includes
25 3 begnning The acceplance of slums and
scpuattets as a legitimate fomm ol urban houwsing
which should be improved rather than
destryved.

Today the utban areas of Bangladesh particularty
Dhaka & fcing sevefe criss-in tonms of howsmg
healts. sanitation and services for majority of the
populiton. The Mational Lirban Environment o
Housing Policy and Production has the following
defpeniesy;

= Gurms-!rnmgfufhm*iingmmrmd meetd,
a8

20) percent peogie five in slums & squatter set
TS

i

pubitic formal housing supply is less than one
perent

& Housmg policy exsts anly in theary n practcal
msgsures have been worked odt foe HMpAPYTIOT
TaOrL

1]

Thaed i N0 GFgARLEATON rsponsible for provid
ing shefter to LIG, For maamnple (0 India thes
b & mriimistry for udban affairs and poverty
aleviation and also Housing and Uirban
Dheebopmen) s Corpodation (HLDC

The above catements reveal inadequecy of thee
ptsent system 16 providing shelter or facilitating the
infoemal sector to improve and atcelerate shelier
delivery, Areas which need inbervention and XoCPss
ane;

& Gow, policy 10 aide uiban housing [ 200 300
the LIG.

£ Bankwng systemnsio acililate prospective low
income housing and land delery instiutions in
AT FOFm

26 ALAEL LS LR AEY & EIDI TR TRUST (RLasT]

& identification of polential souroe of funds both
deomestic and external to channelise into LIG
housing.

{3

Foeming an organizition respansibée for shelier
espectally for LIC,

& iwobvement of KGOs, CBOs fOf ENEanLETE
wrbiam poor grougs for shefter puspse.

i

Develop linkages among RGOS invodved in
e credit deliveny with hanks that prosads
housng financi.

CHALLENGE OF SHELTER DELIVERY 1N URBAN
AREAS

Bangladedy his achieved SOMe SUCCEss = prowiding
tand and housing in rural areas for the LIG througn
wanioos Gt programames. and NGOs e Girameen
Bk Such experience is not possible o replicate in
the uthan areas panicularty in large cites due to
limited supply and high cost of uwban Langk. Adg the
e of traditional mathod and materisis 5 not £0s
ofective because of their temporany nature. i this
very comphex situatinn There is no single solsion 10
she penblem of sheller for the urban poor. amer 4
weries of medasutes have to be simultaneoushy
scdresend if the government is willing o implement
4 natsonal podicy. AppIUROEe instifsional measunes
bhuve bt recommiended in the Rousng prlacy
document a5 woll 45 studies on housing finance and
delrvety, The challenge in terms of physacal WOk
that have 10 be ced any;

Langt allocation lor providing fress ROUSng and
peertlormant o squatters.,

§ Basi senvioes provisson and upperading of ewsl
ing large squatter settlements

m Assistance for shelter improvesnent

Housing Delvery and finance have I b facilitanedd
to match and mect rqUiTements for low ok
<hilier noeds. Some of e deps that may be taken

a4,

& Expand the range of reshurces avadable for
housng finance,

&  Encourage existing Micro Finance It 10
finance LIG housing. Cellaboeanon with panvale
wector develapers to build low cost hewpsng.




5 Deseon wstainabls hosing arpetad WO grougs
whi huve permanent natune of jobs 10, pRitsin
al wiorhers, wovt, o inooomse smjlovees and &
range of informal secior emphovens

‘;—__.l |l saney o how Incormss mousng 1N :“ T '_-
prosects and prozrimmes for b and Gnd

devebopmient by public and private secios,

B Replarmmg of oxsting wle= and weeices
e and housins amass of HED and Cisy
denveioramienl Aulonibies an iree subslantl
e of Sand-tor LG hossseme

2 Comtruction of large «ale low cost roal estne

DI 1

mullistoned Buddines tor LIC pa

in Dhaka:

Larty

POSSIBLE SOLLITIOMNS

A, Prowide LIG Plols i Gowt, Developed Hoosme
Aress

RAJUK & cumently undertaiang lan
oS manky Tor leege scale resigential areas
The towenship development of
[kl e some Of 175 Going wiins AN INSE are
Master Pln propositions. Howeyer a8 DU planimng
of {and % observed that the LICE w

recene a very small sham m thee L[ RS

1 ilevelipment

Lt Pyrbachal and

Skacatnn . 1|

2 Purbochal 4 new townshop 56 the north east of
DCC planned an 254591
resade=iial areas Nas resensen oy e 4 %

{11045 acres) Land Jor the Low Incoime Groug

gores AA0L0E G pe=d G

distrihuted amoes the Hioh Income Geoop (HIG] the

- .I‘ T
{LIG) and dessenased Tor AN gt e Tl o ol
the il

i

Litkarn Mexct=f Tesaon in iis A ok g devebip
menl has resered 7.55% (4057 acvesy for LG,
Total dred of lend i 536,58 acres-bat detals of
allobmwent o e Hloks s not known

2 Ihilmil residential amea probosed at Ketanain
Sewiih of DO e revervioed 1.2% G55 acies) of
land Tor LIG. The oz of land of the peosit] 1s
IRT. 10 dit

While all Thess fands will be devsloped and

wnall percentams of land
] for rehubdditaho
has beery acouired snd 2 wmall numnber of fourtn class

UG wall he

it Frome whaoesy thee Earid
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Oemmminl Pmbionees

Ideally each of these proposed howing areas should
allow foe at least 50 percent of land for the LIG. The
MIG & HIG housing are quite aturated and a high
percentage of plots remain undevidoped in existing
haoissing ateas for a4 long period of time. To put an
end 1o this skewed dndribution plots allotted should
be in proportion to the existing urhan population by
income groups and plot sizes should be related 1o
ncome and affordatulity,

B. He-planning of Euisting Settlements

Aurin

There are mree-types o LIG spBements fxding in

Dl Ciity ares arid fallidaane 300 et o ]

1o atldeets the lznd o housing seoe

. As Indill and LUlpgrading in Existieg Settlemends
T ruu;l'.:_'..,.l the civ from Tongl fo obd Dhala 4lem
and squitter semlements oxist on Govt. and privite
Lamds Shidics R stuman that the podr alwiays pay
forr ther aceommodanon and servicrs fo womebody
anid have a3 oo o vl il lndrie o fhess Bl
evicting them fom #ngs the
e shimg il be tried

Iead of thisae

SO IN DR

ExiElng
sistirng lipcation Dhe fand woil
b purchemed  ditecily g0 and oowner
paricularhe iF = & chn land. Eampie of RAJLK
r'.-.l.'ﬂ.l.‘l Lanl et T :

b. Land Sharng - Lindlves working out midually
srtergable arrangermenis inan amea 1o 2llme hoth
landoamime. apenoy and ooCupants o use [and

(Sattaly Bibtes wn Mohaichall. :

a. Omeste Developmentl - Develop
L1 bperits [ dhaeet

[k

Bk RAL a ICRE LEREL &TF & BURTICLY TRPAT FIEAST 2?
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c Infill & Upgrading : The Dhaka Urban
Indrastructure impeovement Project (DUIPY in 1989
provided infrastructure upgrading in Mimur in an
atea of 520 hectarss. The propect 3lso provided
3,316 low income ploss of 30 sq meers 657 MIG
piiods. 118 industrial and 172 commercial plots, The
resetilement and allotment procoess was comphited
by the year 1998, Howsver the LIG areds did not
feoeive any infristractuse or community Senices
andd s such these have beoome vony unhealthy and
congested slum settlements. So without community
organization effors and coordinated activities of
Govl., CBOs and NGOx the process  remains
incomplste,

in Ershad Magae, Tong where squatier resettlement
was done following an evcoon drvein Dhasa, Ofy
in this seventios has the following features;

Tomal g 110 acres
Total Househobds © 900
H5D constructed serm: pucca howsing @ 1006 nos.

As por noemal planning preasion of 200 househaoids
per acre Ershad Magar can accommodate a fotl
22000 of houssholds. The allows an additional
135,500 households to s present inhabitants. Insiead
of random eviction n Dhaka and Tongi many poos
Eamilies could e ressttbed o the Ershad Nagar aréa
2% it has seope 1o becoms 2 well planned area for the
LG,

i Noew Site Development

This focuses on development of relocation site &5 a0
ahtemative 10 eviction. kdentification of fresh stes,
nepotiation with land cwners and target groun,
purchase of site and site development with provison
of basic facilites am necessary measures, For Land
that is valuabile 10 the pamer occupanls can negotiste
jor an alernative land o be provided 1o them. Cest
tartars would be catrulated and bome by the peogple.
In the context of slum seftlements on Government
and Semi Government Land in Bangladesh the
existing laws in &ssence suppon this type of
seftlement,

The Baunia Bandh Pr in Seciion -12, Mirpur
expcuted with ADB. support, the UNCDF squames
mecertionent programme in Section11, Mipur and
the presently proposed Bhasantek rsettlernent sie in

Mirpur are examples of thes of e )
The Bahasantek multsioney mﬁ in m
fioe the LG was inmased in 1998 on 47,9 acres of
lzpd, Fifisen thousand flas of which 9000 wone

8 sorsssmimim sstnenen s

d-ﬁa.zgn!_'{.l lpe the LIG of 200 = and 6000 for Gowt,
370 and 4 ¢lasy emplovees of 300 sq.ft. The peopect
sermaned] unimplemented Ul 2 recent Govt circular
wihich statés that the flas wall be constructed at 3 cost
of Tl 200 crores and handsd over in ayear.We hope
that the Govt will keep s word and execute thi
P

Chator — Movapare Besstibement afea near ATl
Compiex i Gazipur Pourashava 1 another example
ahete i 1997, 175 evicted househalds were allofied
0,05 weres of land each with hred nghts at the
adsacent vacant lands. The decision of alloting 2
1ol of 8.67 acres land by the Pourashava Chairman
to the evected accommodated nearly 750 perdans,
Tra area has scope for further development and there
sre similar communimes i Cazipur, However the
Land titlos of these dwellers 4= not clear and as wuch
the wpeainabiling of these oommunilzes remn
uncertam.

Hi  Master Plan Provi<ion of Land for All Income
Groups

Master Mans for small and medium lowne and
metropolilan cifies have Lend designated for future
resadential use, 1t s e to find 4 plan whens land hat
been designated for the UG, Land use policy and
planning procedures for Dhaka City, ADB TA
Khulna Master Plan  ete.  have  provided
implementable schemes tor LIG housing. But in most
caic no land has been reserved for the LIG and this
K 3 erows planneng deficiency, it someiow. points
ot that 2 major percentage of city dwellers ane nof
lepitimately allowed to way o provided space in any
land use planning. These plans have to be rectified a5
wo0n as possible and some SUREeESTIONS AN

Detail Area Plan by RAJUK : RAIUK is conducting
detall planning work bor then master plan ared which
w divided into frve seb areas. Detail survey of these
arpas will be done duning the plmm::ig process and i
i tho Aght: fime to addess | and  Nosing
prowision for LIG in all areas of the city and design
impementable projects. For all the major cities this
peogramme should be taven up, For secondary abes
and wmall towns updeting of landuse maps and
provading LIG howung in existing Gowl, land can be
done. In most pourshavas large scale vacant land =
avatlable in Govt, owned lanags by various agencies
wrh as BWDB, Railway, PWD, H5D etc, Thesa have
10 be replanned and meatioted for praviding housing
to LIG and MIG a5 well = other Civic amenities.

Solutions suggeded are not oaly for making housing
provisions for all income groups but alse to sop
unplanned growth of our urhan areas,



We. the Slum Dwellers: Our Tale...

3 okl af slum dwilier, Sd. Shafugul ilam, Vashantek bass
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U e the aenera] people of Bangladesh wia Live hand ¥ mati. Due 1o aur 1218 we aee now slum ‘
daeliars - After loosing cverything in the matura disasen [k pines entraion, I!u:-l:-l:l and cpcione, wie .:'a!'?ﬂ :-
the city 10 Inee. St oaly the natural disasters, we 2m 30 the vichim ol ihiegds .|rull'=r-1r-r:'-1.'-'f a*rf—T:--.rl:..-
ahazane” ithe person who lend maney for high immren, Wi lost our Iving ierc lurding Kind, IDANE, CIRR B
inving 1o pay the intemests of the Sahajans. Some foviz dhiar t'ﬁ‘-'l."_-'._l"lll'lln'l'.lll the hand of ?n_-.:h- .}r-::-p o
esryening we have the dream to Tive with out Motnes Father, Brothers, Sisters; Husband, Yyire an ;_...dzm
snd s whi we have come 1o the ofy. We made Ouf o0 of shages. i y_;uwmmpn'r anck Ip-r-'-il_-*" rx.'-.=e1
places, Hekds i different comers of the city 10 fake minimum shelter, Those wino could nas huild E'E'h?l.'.l:l.hl-:-"l-:
[vir in e rented tents undor iledal possesiors, These g pomsess0rns are e influentad person 1nL'-: tve séuen
ama o Jocality who within a short time becagme ganer Of thewe H-L!'..ll h!:uw with the help -:'I .-cal
acminmtration. This way wo are bving in different stiums 2l oves Db fior J_LI,J':-,!'J yesxrs and even pra B
independence. Sl undone peaple ane coming to the citses in search ol th=ir _1n-|-hr'uwl and mew ba:d:: 2re
groming these prople ate continuously. daing Raniheo i search of 1h.1=-:r [iter, Wit arm nr:: dcn--*:..m ::r‘
nh-:-r.'_u symathy we are still alive af éur Dhoud we are 20 devoting ool bbour in: the development
ﬂn;_n;ulﬁ-alr::::_.beauw, brightnss of the ity 15 phs reatlt of slum dwelfers- labour. They are the :.'jar.'.
wiidoeoe of the production sector of the city und i commimaty for the- income of the country !.'-ec.nl.-
COMSIrCtion worken, FAMMents wiorkers, trnspor e, day Labourer lowt income gmrnm-.mlnm-
povernmend employee, hawkers, sweepens, muid servants, small business men emmunity five iy thee slums
They ane contributing in the construction of high-nse boidings, roadds and earning lots of IORIEN CUmenCae:
They are keeping the city cloan. They are mariating Se hoasetold works of the rich and Tﬂﬂil.l'-_'!l R
:.-a:l;--r: bt the bare fact is that the hasic rights of howsing of the dum-dwelles who are the main worksome
ot the developmend are being violMed everyday
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There are some people
in the society who
believe/think slums ate
the main source of
crime and terrorism. We
will say they are blind
because of their own
interest. They want fo
hide the real picture of
the society. They don't
acknowledge our role in
the development of the
city but impese their
failure on us.

30 PR e DO LG LD BIEFICES TRENT (FLERT)

The fursdiamental anl
constitutonal mgdvs are ankated
by evicting shumn 3 & Teguie
hogis, We st bemng evicted
WilTvORE 2R PO | PodkCe- o
Akl for ooe dny ST The. pumpiaa
of CONSTUCTEE Soverninen ltice,
hotsies  of differsen)  other
ofofect. The paooeod of owicting
sums 5 very bearrending thal
defiy the brutality of coceny during
the war of mdependence.
"u"""m.l'ﬂfl- wiare oot of an
indesendenl country bl our
consthulional monte are being
whalated in 3 brotal snd inhdrman
wity. W are being let fo a dark
future, Wi had 3 big contribution
in the wat of independante and
Noe we got mdepenaence B
o had beck 5 S we sane sl
dienendant pemarin ur
fundamental and constitubonal
prghit. W @ mada dependant in
WA O RO

Tokaw | wank fo shamw! you - saine
evamples how brul the slum
eviction = O tonld afe Desng
destroned by bulldeser without
preor filerss o ok e frir [ty dd]‘
The oocess ol eviction s carried
gt ab 2 hine when most of the
slhm dhaellary reenadn ot of Thids
hiarriee 55 Firsd thesit Dnvinge Dt thais
old parents sna hatle children stay
3¢ the fum Tre demaldition wiith
ts camed ouf by bolkdorer with
SO STt voung men with med
band Sstenad i theit hizad. Thisy
are being wwppaned by the police.
vioken? young men behave very
rhuman lika bease. The ofd
sqeiemr sy e chuildeen net bor
thear (v and Mor & safe shelier. At
that tme e temonsty Jobt every
thing and flame the houses of the
sl 30 demctroy the et halimat o
the dwellers. Some limes they
employ outs and _tetrarats. fo
25szult and rape the young girls o1
the siums w0 that the panents and
P B away. Then % 1N
other wan that B brotal 1o make
the peopie  destmoved  and
destitute. Mol andy.  that,
wometimss they allege the <lurm

dwellers of differsns ann-social
activities sech 43 MesotEm,. dous
dealing. possewsmmg disgal arme
OB, 10 evict-thern fram that plare.
Thers o some oooolke o te
Eocioly whi hebeyethmk wdums
i the main sosoe of erim and
pertnrisms We wall oy ey aqe
Blind becase of their owm
interes, They want 30 hioe the
feal pictune of the soceedy, They
don ] acknowiedes oo ol @ e
il preent ot the: City  bul
impese fur f@ilune on ws "Who
dre the bimest crmmalfienenss
ot ook it 5 ooY
quostine,  Why  deetnl  the
government et the places lie
Gulshan, Baridhame, Eama of
Banani, where the crmmnale resd
Wy The oerdns who oeaie ant
shafter e fROMOMS:  TOThdn
nutside the lasd Mo body think
af -evicling of desiroving By
lecaaen they de very indoential
The slisms are evicted i the rame
of chirie choadims Bt our guestion i
how # comes 30 the shem in
passing the border and the
admittistrationd Wha ame Seavng
pllzad grrms imthe sl dn a1 it
has been fried repeaadly 10 save
the real criminads by sleging the
popr peopde. Todey W waEnt o
Gy, DO SEmOrists e m e shame
Only  people  from difiernt
prodessinn live bene whose Labout
beadled rh ooy O pequest o The
liw enfircing agencies is tha
please show us who are the
criminals in the shurms we will had
herher geer 10 v, ot for g
Bk e don't hiame us; don’
avict our oms allesng th
Don’ the people who sact slams
wyor think whone: shall we a0 wihal
il mat, what shall we da how
will wis vt it oor tarmiles, After
aietion we hod 8o Bee wath o
families  onder  open kv
irrespectipg R wa g Srver
reld We jose o @venvihing
oo e edocation SEoldss fof
out childen with the help o
MGk betome  cnerailible anid
v i QU work



Rieht to shlber w2 fundamental
pght and  puaraniesd by out
ponstitution. The polincl partses
beoome aotive during  election
faking this’ issor They ghe
Rope in their election mandestn,
A1 the beginning of the election
e candidalos o s o seanh
of wote and: give us Commisments
iUt GUl pemanent seement,
Bt after taking power they Soro
rvrrvitng. Al TRal momeens e
weart ton graby the fand of the poor
rather than Medpmg them Thesr
nears rewer shalbes doee 100 our
eager yeaming ne for their Gl
1o comply With T
oommitments, Foen e ST
Prife MINSIoES poomise of | o
Eertion withit pi-wriilemen was
nod keat by the minester of homo
afais - an dhe  allegatson  of
terrormy, The peocess of <lums
evichan v sl conminune in 1H

name of terroriam. Turming ot
Prome  Mlimsiers
shnas Wi care fe sabgect of
regligence in an  independent
oy andd devioid of undamental
s

COTTI TR

Where shallwe [ve! Howe wall we
Crur Guesticn to the
persans whie Jre Busy Wwith e
plarming the ol if wie ContniDuhe
a proat deal-n the ooy Ide then
why don't vour ke Ut in
consideration / why donT wour
make plan for our permandeat
sattlernent. We are [nang m 4
enviromment where ma ol
facilities are avallable mclodmg
waler supply, sewerage. dramape,
-ehecincity supply ee we all ae
leading -an inhiuman lite 30 a pieoe
of Land, that -5 a major consramnt
ol healthy living We are made
shedier lass in the name of hoosing
for upper and. mediam imoome
people, As result new shums ane
creabed. Sometimes 17 B =en in
the news paper that gosermment is

syBvvEd

taking  projects  for  the
pehabsilitation | of the urban poor
Bl lts question remains how far
theioe ane e o tetdled b the
ponr, We wan! fo sy please take
kousing. plas fof s
dllocate land for us and we will
butld e bowse with Ot oan
Imitiatives and- money, Todey we
had | journalisee with us, We
request them o pubdlah the. real
scomirin of our Society b0 Ui
respoctive  mews Toe slom
ibwellors will feel honosed 5 yout
puhlish the role of dums dwellors
i dhe fisancial develosmean) ol
The county, Then @ will b ey fiar
s b0 e the ol mgnas, We
oftsy sl i Ihe pews thal some
quimiees - of “Tenckdle” or arms
e bien meocveted from $0 ani
wi Bastis bor we neeer soe the
name o ther pecpie wiso [of] thise
in thieslume or fron where those
care hoee, [ progse meesigation
cold ~be made then the el
scenario, woild come m from of
i arwd the meal perpetatons ol
bee sdentifoed Doear joumalists yon
birifg the dark sde of the slums in
e niws pof The Drishher side,
Pliise writi Bos' thee poor people
are contributizg thew labour dor
fimancial develoomen: of the
country-and Keeping The e alive
Bas in z'r'pF!. e ane Rk E'El'lif'l[!.
shgir proper porton and  also
cennid of thore ol nehts, Please
write: how we ane made undone
by Inhuman svicion. Ve e the
citizen of this codrtey Dt canno
PO H'.n;h" it

Thereaee many SNCCOK warking in
tht” ety bt ocepaing ot af T,
sl of thesm ate wioing in.the
micn credlif ot They mive fan
amu v lleet with intetest ar the and
of the month s thas 5 all they
i Hhe den't e thin K about
tho fundamental | ol aightof the
slim: dwellers  they: dan’t
understand the fact that without

plEase

propes  hewsing settlement  the
coundsion of the slum  dwellsms
will peer change and ‘thens wall
be mo development, Our reguess
1o 2t to ensure our rght of shelier
Previowshy and af peressnl meny
hearred people of the socety
LM forward fiar it
pafald ishment of ouf fundimentail
rights; especally some renowned
liwyers  developmenl  workers,
sl worksre  joumalists - amd
1esearg e We got thetr hearted
suppcet i the way of establishing
poar peopkes. human rigns. O
request fo the government |
oppositon partes and otisens-of
all leved to po bevond the personal
and poaty mtarest 1o-ensure gu
corssiutional fight e the true
deasonment of the couniry,

W are living in @ eaviramaent
where me crvl Im'f.l'.frirs Ore

availedle imcluding waorer
spply, sewerape, drainage,
elecimesy sapply efr. we all are
levding am inhuman Iy in a
pr'.r.u.'r of land, ther iy u Miﬁh“
constraint of healthy lving. We
are made sheler less i the
maeme o kowrsdng for upper and
medigm inceme - prople. As
resall mew licms abe created.
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